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THE REGISTRATION OF PERSONS (AMEN DM ENT)
ACT. 1987

No. 9 of 1987

Date 01 Assem : 30th July , / 987

Dale 0/ Co mmence ment: 7th A ugust . / 987

An Act of Parliament to amend the R~istration of Persons
Act

EN ACfED by the Parlia men t o f Kenya as foll ows:-

I. T his Ac t may be cited as the Registration of Persons
(A mendment) Ac t, 1987.

2. T he Reg istrat io n of Persons Act, in th is Act ca lled
"the princ ipal Act", is a me nded in sect ion 3-

la l by inser ting the followin g definit ion s in proper a lpha­
be tical o rde r-

"chief fingerprint office r", "deputy chief
fingerprint officer" , "senior fingerprint officer" ,
" finge rpri nt officer" and " senior fingerp rint
assista nt" means the per son s a pp o in ted as such
by the Principal Registra r under secti on 4 (2) la ):

" Dist rict Registra r" and " Provincia l Regis­
trar" mea ns the perso ns a ppointed as suc h hy the
Pr incipal Registra r under sect ion 4 (3) :

" registra tion docu ment" means a d ocu men t
used fo r the pu rposes of registrat ion of persons
under this Ac t whether prescribed or not :

" reg istration officer" mea ns the Principal
Registra r. Deputy Principal Registrar an d a ny
of the persons appoin ted under section ~ (2) Cal :

( h ) by dele ting the definit ion of "sen ior regist ra r" ,
" registrar " . "assistant regi strar" and "registration
officer" and inse rt ing the follow ing defin it i"n-

"senior assistan t principal registrar",
"assista nt principa l registrar". "senior regis­
rra r", " rceistrar' and "a ssistan t regis trar" means

Shon tulc
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A mcn d uie n:
of section -4
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of section ~
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Amend ment
of -cciion ()
of Cap. 107.

A rncn dm enr
of sec tio n 9
oreap. l m

the per sons appointed as such by the Principal
Registrar under sect ion 4 (2l (a) .

3. Sect ion 4 of th e principal Act is amended by repealing
subsection (2) and inserting the following subsection-

(2l (a ) The Princ ipal Registrar may, by noti ce
in the Gazoue . a ppoint the offi cer s spec ified in the
Schedu le for the purposes of the Act.

(b) The Mini ster may by order am end the
Schedule.

(3) The Pr incipal R egistrar may. by notice in
the G azette , ap po in t any of the persons appointed
under sub sect io n (2) (a) to bethe Provin ci al Regis­
rrar or the D istrict Registr ar fe n any province or
di str ic t for the pur poses of this Act.

4. Sec tion 5 of the prin cipal Act is am ended by deletin g
paragrnpb (Ill of subsection (l) and inserting-s-

(hl finger and thumb im pressions bU I in case o f
mi ssin g fin ger s and rhurn bs, palm or toe or
palm and roe im pressions.

5. Sec tion 6 ofI he princip al Act is repealed and the
foll owing new sec tion in serled-

Reg istr a , ion. 6. Every person who a ttains or has a tta ined
the age of eighteen years and is un regist ered shall
be lia ble 10 reg istrati on under thi s Ac t and shall
within 90 days of a t ta ini ng that age present himself
before. a registration officer and register himself by
giv ing (0 the regist ration officer the parti culars
specified in subsect ion (J) of sec tion 5, and for thi s
pur pose sha ll permit hi s fin ger and rhumb or roe or
palm impressions to he reco rded in any mann er
presc ribed.

6. Sec tion 9 of the principal Act is amend ed -- -

(0 ) by repeal in g su bsec tio n (2) and in sertin g. the foll owing.
new sub section-

(2) Every iden ti ty card shall corua in- >

(0) a photograph , o f the prescri bed size anrl lyre . o f
the registered per son; and
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(b) such of the finger and thumb or palm or roe
impressions of the registered person as the
registration officer may require:

and fo r the purpose of obtaining th em the registered
person shall permit his photograph and his finger
and thumb or palm or toe impression to be taken,

(b) by repealing subsection (3) and inserting the foll owing
new subsecrion-

(3 ) A registered person whose identit y card
is torn. worn out, mut ilat ed. tampered with or
otherwise rendered unserviceable may attend
upon a registration officer and apply for renewal
of the identity card upon payment of the
prescribed fee and shal l 3Jt [he time surrender
the torn, worn out , mutilated, tampered with or
otherwise unserviceable ident ity card:

(e ) by deleting subseorion (7) and insert ing the following
new subsection-

(7) Any person who finds, or who comes
into possession of. an identity card which does
not belong ro him shall wi thout undue delay
and without charging any fee therefor . return it
either to irs owner Or ro rhe nearest registration
offi cer or alt ernat ively to the nearest police
station.

No. I)

7. Section 10 of tbe principal A ct is amended by deleting
-ubsection (4 ) and inserting the foUowing-

(4) The Prinoipal Registrar, [be Deputy Prin­
cipal Registrar or any of rhe person appoint ed
under section 4 (2) (Q) may. in the lawful exercise
of his duties or functions under [hi s A ct, require
a personro whom this Act applies to produce for
inspection his identity card. and if the person fails
10 produ ce (he identify card when required so 10

do, may require him to produce it within such rime,
[0 such person and at such place as the person
making the requirement may think fit.

Amendment
of section 10
of Ca p. 107,
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Amendm en t
oCsectio n 14
of Cap, 107

8. Section 14 of the princ ipal Act is amended­

(til in subsect ion (J) -

(i) by delet ing pa rag raph (ell and inse rting the
foLJowin g-

(d l unlawfully mak es an ent ry, a ltera tion or
eras ure on an identity ca rd or on an y
registration document; or

(i i ) by delet ing paragraph (el and inserting the
following-

(e) unlawfully issues an identity card or laminates
or prints an identi ty ca rd or an y of its
component pa rts: or

(iii) by inserting the following new paragraph (11) ­

(11) withou t the written authority of the Prin cipal
Registrar. cha rges fees for the deli very of
lost and found ident ity cards:

(iv) by delet ing the expression " liab le to a fine not
exceeding fi ve thousand shillings or to imprison­
ment for a term not exceeding six mont hs" , and
inserting the expression "liable to a fi ne not
exceedi ng [en thousand shillings or to imprison­
men t for a term not exceeding twelve months":
an d

( h) in subsec tion (2). by delet ing the ex pression " liab le to
a fine not exceeding two thousan d five hund red
shillings or imprisonment for a term not exceedi ng.
three month " and inserting. the expression "liable to
a fine not exceeding fi ve thousand shil lings or to
imprisonment for a term nor exceedi ng two months" ,

9. Th e pr incipal Act is amended by insert ing the follow­
ing new sectio ns after section 10

In se rt ion of
new sections 17
and 18 in
Ca p, 107. Val idity of

id enti ty
cards
previousl y
ieeued ,

17. Eve ry ide nt ity card issued under this Act
and exp ressed to be valid up to any pa rt icular date
a fter issue sha ll no r cea se to be valid at tha t da te
hut sha ll con tinue to be valid up to such rime as
the Min ister may by not ice in the Gazell e declare
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and upon such declara tion every p r 0 /1 wi th an
identit y card declared so to be inval id shall with in
thi rty days of the decl aration present himself before
a registration officer to be registered in accordance
wi th secti on 6.

18. A prosecut ion for an offence under (his A CI
may . wit hout prej udice 10 any other power in that
behal f and in part icular subject 10 the general or
special directions of the A ttorney-General. be insti­
tu ted and conduoted by any registra tion officer of
or above lhe rank of registrar or fingerprint officer.

o. 4)

10. The pri nci pal A Ct is amended by inserting (he
foll owing new Schedule af ter section 16-

SCH ED ULE

OFFI CERS TO Be APPOf NTED BY P RI NCIP A.L REGI STRAR

First cat ego ry

Seni or As sis tan t P r inc ipal Registra r, ass istan t princ ip al reg istrars .
sen io r reg ist ra rs. reg istra rs and o the r reg ist ra t ion officers.

Second category

Chi ef Fi nge rp rin t Offic e r. dep uty ch id fingerpr ints ofllce rs, finge r.
prin t officers a nd senior fingerpr in t assistan ts .

Insert ion
of Schedul e.




